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JOHN CHILD9 AND SON, PRINTERS, 



PARALLEL EXTRACTS FROM TWENTY-NINE MSS. 



PIERS PLOWMA]^, 

With Comments^ and a Proposal for the Society's Three-text 
Edition of the Poerriy 

By thk Rev. W. W. SKEAT, M.A., late Fellow of 
Christ's College, Cambridge. 



In order to do fuU justice to the poem known as Piers Plowman^ 
the most valuable work in Early English Literature before Chaucer 
wrote, the Committee of the Early English Text Society have resolved 
to print an edition of the three best texts of the poem separately, 
the first of which, transcribed from the Vernon MS. at Oxford, is 
to appear in 1867. With the view of obtaining information as to 
the language, age, and type of every known MS. of the Poem, the 
Committee have, on Mr Fumivall's suggestion, resolved to print one 
and the same passage from every MS. which the goodwill of Librarians 
and owners of collections may place at their disposal, so that, by a col- 
lation of these extracts, the relative dialectal peculiarities, ages, and 
types of the MSS. themselves may be determined, and attention after- 
wards concentrated on those most likely to yield the most valuable 
results. The Committee, then, appeal to every one who has a MS. of 
this noble Poem under his control, to render them their assistance 
in carrying out the great work they have in hand. Only by the 
aid of men widely scattered over the land can the work be ac- 
complished, and the Committee are sure that their appeal will not 
be left without response by any one who remembers how the old 
poem has called up before him the picture of his forefathers' life, and 



shown him the earnestness with which they strove for Truth amidst 
the many corruptions of their time. Moreover, every reader of MSS. 
who knows of what value even this present collection of extracts is, 
will desire to add to the value it has for the makers of it, and for 
others as well as himself. 

The first thing, then, that is asked, is, a copy from any and every 
MS, of Piers Plowman to which the reader may have access, of the 
lines 1508—1529 in Wright's edition, 1856, vol. i. p. 47,— the 
passage corresponding to that from the numerous MSS. printed in 
the table at the end of this tract. 

These lines have been chosen as a test-passage on account of 
their containing several verbal plurals, and in order to see whether 
any MSS. are consistent in the use of the Southern thy the Midland 
n or e, or the Northern s in the present plural indicative. The 
Eev. H. 0. Coxe has most kindly made the extracts from the 
Oxford Bodleian MSS., and Mr W. Aldis Wright those from the 
Cambridge University Library and Trinity College \ whilst the editor 
contributes those from Corpus and Caius Colleges, and from the 
Oxford colleges, and Mr Fumivall is responsible for the British 
Museum extracts, the dates of the MSS. of which have been fixed 
by Mr E. A. Bond, of the MS. department, whose valued help is 
here gratefully acknowledged. The Dublin extract was kindly furn- 
ished by Dr Lottner. 

The texts have been stated to be of two types, distinguished by 
their readings of the first twenty lines, — those which, like Whitaker's, 
make the dreamer to have slept " in a lande as he lay," and those 
which, like Wright's, make him to have rested " under a broode 
bank by a bournes syde;'* but two texts of the same type (as 
ascertained by the foregoing test) are found to contain different 
versions of subsequent passages, while two of different types will 
coincide in such passages. 

This test is, in fact, thus shown to be insufficient, and the editor 
of the proposed new edition has suggested the further test of observ- 
ing the b^inning of Passus VI. If the MS. is of the latter of the 
above types, the first line of this Passus is either 
This were a wikkede wey 

but who so hadde a gyde, &c. ; 



see Wright's ed. vol. i. p. 117 ; or else 

The kyng and hise knyghtes 

to the kirke wente, &c. ; " 

see Wright's ed., vol. i. p. 77; the difference being here caused 
simply by a variation in the method of numbering the Passus. I^ 
however, the MS. be of the former or Whitaker type, we find here 
a long passage of great interest, which does not appear in the other 
MSS., commencing 

Thus ich awaked, God wot ! 

wanne ich wonede on Comhulle 
Kytte and ich in a cote, 

clothede as a lollere, &c. ; 

see Wright's ed., vol. ii. p. 514, in the notes. 

But a further separation of the MSS. can easily be made, so as to 
distribute them not only into two distinct classes, but into three. A 
close and careful scrutiny of several MSS. shows that those which 
most resemble the one printed by Mr Wright can be separated into 
two kinds, which may very conveniently be named the Vernon and 
Crowley types. The first of these is best exemplified by the text of 
the Yemon MS. at Oxford, and it is remarkable as presenting the 
earliest or original version of the poem. It is easily recognized by 
observing that it omits many long passages, and, in particular, the 
one containing the story of the rats in the introductory Passus. It 
also contains very few Latin quotations, and does not extend much 
beyond ten Passus^ though it is sometimes supplemented by a later 
text. Its readings are, in general, peculiarly good, and the sense 
more simple and distinct than in later versions. Examples of it are 
presented by the Yemon MS., by Harl. 875, HarL 6041, Trinity IL, 
MS. Digby 145, and the MS. in University College, Oxford. The 
Crowley type is adopted as a convenient name for the MSS. which 
resemble the text printed by Crowley in 1550, to which class the 
one printed by Mr Wright also belongs. The three texts, then, are 
(1) those of the Vernon type ; (2) those of the Crowley type ; and 
(3) those of the Whitaker type. It is proposed to publish one of 
each kind in the above order, so as to show the gradual development 
of the poem from its briefest into its most elaborate form. The 



text printed by Whitaker is probably by no means the best of its 
class, and it is therefore very desirable to find out which is so. That 
chosen by Mr Wright is a very good one, and perhaps no better may 
be found, but great assistance will be afforded by any one who will 
undertake to make a careful comparison of a good MS. with the 
printed text, so as to make this point secure. It has been suggested 
that two of the texts might be exhibited in parallel columns, but the 
extraordinary differences in the arrangement of the subject-matter in 
them renders it doubtful if this is possible or expedient. The editor 
will, however, endeavour to give such copious references (in the two 
later texts at least) as will enable the reader to compare readily the 
various corresponding passages. 

The most frequent fault in the MSS. is the omission of lines. It 
will therefore perhaps be sometimes found necessary to supplement 
the texts by readings from other MSS. of the same class. Examples 
of this sort of omission are easily pointed out in the texts already 
printed. Thus, after L 338 (Wright, p. 11), 

And right so, quod that raton, 

reson me sheweth. 
To bugge a belle of bras, 

or of bright silver. 
And knytten it on a coler 

for oure commune profit, 

the line in Whitaker, 

And honge aboute pe cattys halse 
fanne hure we mowe, 

must of course be inserted in Wright, as being the very one on 
which the whole point of the story turns; whilst, on the other hand, 
Whitaker omits the line below (Wright, L 357, p. 11), 

AUe helden hem un-hardy 
and hir counseil feble, 

which is, of course, necessary. Putting for awhile the Vernon text 
aside, and examining only the two printed texts, it deserves to be 
carefully remarked that the variations between them are far more 
numerous and important than has been supposed, as may be seen 



from the following analysis of pp. 1 — 14 of Wright's text as com- 
pared with Whitaker. The numbers below refer to the lines in 
Wright's text (2nd ed., 1856), 

Thus, IL 3, 4, 11, 12, 17—32, 67—74, 122—124, 132, 153, 
154, 177—180, 189—192, 221, 222, 236—240, 242, 243, 408—413, 
and 439 stand differently in Whitaker. 

Wright has these lines, which Whitaker omits utterly, 13 — 16, 
99—104, 211, 212, 229, 230, 245—248, 255—262, 273, 274, 277— 
290, 303, 304, 317, 318, 324—328, 357, 358, 382—399, and 440 
—443. 

On the other hand, Whitaker inserts 2 (half) lines after 1. 28 ; a 
long passage, 60 (half) lines after 1. 192, about Hophni and Phineaa 
(cf. L 6187, &c.) ; 2 (half) lines after 1. 338 ; and 2 (half) lines after 
L 429. 

l^ot is even this all ; for the 11. 418 — 429 are transposed in 
Whitaker*s text so as to follow L 276. 

It is obviously very desirable to ascertain whether all the MSS. 
of each supposed type follow the same differences of arrangement, 
&c. ; and whether any new MS. of value can be anywhere dis- 
covered. The present tract is put forth in the hope of obtaining 
further information on these points. 

A few further points of difference between the two above types 
are here added, with references to Wright's edition. 

P. 1, 11. 1—20 ; p. 12, 11. 382—399 (which are not in Whitaker's 
text) j p. 54, IL 1735—1760 (different in Whitaker) ; p. 80, 
1. 2569, where Whitaker has a passage, the counterpart of 
which is transferred by Wright to 11. 6218—6274 ; p. 88, 
1. 2846 (after which follows, in Whitaker's text, a description of 
Luxury or Lecherie) ; p. 106, 1. 3442 (after which follows, in 
Whitaker's text, the passage given in Wright's notes, vol. iL p. 522) ; 
p. 142, 11. 4621 — 4658 (which stands very differently in Whitaker ; 
see Wright's notes, vol. ii. p. 526); p. 145, 1. 4695 (after 
which Whitaker inserts a long and note-worthy passage ; see 
Wright's notes, vol. ii. p. 528;) p. 161, 11. 5216—5432, where 
the texts greatly vary; p. 175, where besides several varia- 
tions, the U. 5675 — 5703 are quite lost in Whitaker, as is also 
the case with U. 5987 — 6050. After the Latin quotation on p. 188 



L 6112, Wliitaker's text very soon jumps to the beginning of Passus 
Undedrmis, p. 202 ; but part of the intervening matter is found in 
Whitaker nevertheless, some of it (11. 6213 — 6270) at a very much 
earlier place, and another fragment (IL 6366 — 6548) at a much 
laievy though the differences in the two texts are hereabouts far too 
numerous to be mentioned here. Continual variations occur, until 
the end of Passus XYI. is reached ; but from this point to the end, 
pp. 348 — 448, the agreement of the two texts is remarkably close. 
Whitaker has, however, nothing corresponding to 11. 11572 — 11618, 
whilst he has additional lines between I 11899 and 11900, and also 
the curious lines given below (where guns are mentioned) between 
L 12621 and 12622 ; and it is partly because of the close coincidence 
of the texts in this latter part of the poem that these last lines con- 
stitute an excellent test-passage. 

Special attention should be paid to the following remarkable 
passages: (1) p. 47, 11. 1508 — 1529, the passage now printed, useful 
as containing so many plural forms, and in which the first four 
(short) lines stand differently in Whitaker's text;— (2) p. 262, U. 8561 
— 8576 (not in Whitaker) which is to fix in some measure the date 
of the poem : 

" AV Londone, 1 leve, 

liketh wel my wafres, 
And louren whan thei lakken hem. 

it is noght longe y-passed, 
There was a careful commune, 
whan no cart com to towno 
With breed fro Stratforde ; 

tho gonnen beggeris wepe 
And werkmen were agast a lite, 

this wole be thought longe. 
In tho date of oure Drighto, 

in a drye Aprillo, 
A thousand and thre hundred 
twies twenty and ton,* 

1 Wright's text has -4^ 
2 MS. Laad. 581 has <* twies thretit/ and ten." 



My wafres there were gesene 
whan Chichestre was maire ; " 

if, indeed, the passage is not a later interpolation, for in the last two 
lines the alliteration breaks down utterly ; — (3) p. 77, Passus Y., 
called in Whitaker Passus YI., where Wright omits the passage 
conunencing " Thus ich awaked, God wot ! " &c., in which the 
author is, or pretends to become, autobiographical; — (4) p. 54, 
U. 1734 — 1760 (not in Whitaker), which alludes to Edward's wars 
in IS'omiandy ; and (5) as a specimen of Whitaker's text (it is not 
in Wright) the following passage containing an allusion to guns^ and 
which, as compared with Milton, Paradise Lost, book 6, 1. 470, is 
a literary curiosity. It describes how Satan exhorts his fellows to 
resist Christ's entry into hell. 

" Ac rys up, Ragamoffyn, 

and reche me alle J)e barres 
That Belial Jje beelnsyre 

beot with jjy damme, 
And ich shal lette J)is lorde, 

and hus light stoppe ; 
Ar we jjorw bryghtnesse be blent, 

barre we ]je jates, 
Cheke we and cheyne we, 

and eche chync stoppe 
J)at no light leopen yn 

at lover ne at loupe. 
And J)Ow, Astrot, hot out, 

and have oute knaves, 
Coltyng and al hus kynne, 

our catel to save ! 
Brynston boilaunt, 

brenning out castej) hit 
Al hot in here hevedes, 

J)at entren in ny J)e walles ! 
Settejj bowes of brake 

a brasene gonnes, 
1 ♦ 
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And slietejj out shot ynowh 

hus shultrom to blende ! 
Setto Mahon at the mangonel, 

and mulle-stones Jjrowe]?, 
Whith crokes and with kalkotrappes 

a-cloye we hem eche one ! 
Luste]?, qua|) Lucifer," &c. 

Whitaker's ed. p. 354; cf. Wright's text, voL ii. p. 385, 1. 12621. 

- It should also be noted where each MS. ends; if it contains the 
" Creed " (of which MSS. are very scarce) ; and in what manner it is 
divided into passiis, as there seems to be much confusion in this 
respect. 

In order to assist in finding any reqiiired passage, the following 
table of the various methods of divisions into passus is added, with 
an index to the pages in Wright's text, which will be found useful. 
In some texts of the Crowley type, the "Introduction" is called 
Passus I., while Pass, I. is called Pass. II., &c. Wright's " introduc- 
tion" is also called Passus I. by Whitaker, and so on down to 
P. IV., which he calls Passus V. After this, the divisions are as 
follows : 

Pass. YI., VII., VIIL, (Whit.) are equivalent to Pass.Y. (Wr.) p. 77. 

„ IX. VI. p. 117. 

„ X. YII.p. 138. 

„ I. (Do-Wel.) VIIL and IX. 

„ II. (Do-Wel.) : X. p. 173. 

„ IIL and IV XL p. 202. 

„ V. XILp. 228. 

„ VI. (part of) Xm. p. 246. 

„ VI. (part 0^ and VII. (part of) XIV. p. 273. 

„ VIL (part o£) and L (Do-bet.) . . XV. p. 294. 
„ II. (Do-bet.) 
„ IIL (Do-bet.) 



IV. (Do-bet.) 

I. (Do-best) 

11. (Do-best) 



XVI. p. 330. 

XVII. p. 348. 

XVIII. p. 369. 

XIX. p. 396. 

XX. p. 425. 



9. 

This is but a general guide ; it should bo added that Passua IX. 
(Whit.) really begins at 1. 3^98 (Wr.) ; that his P. III. of Do-wel 
begins at L 6658, &c. ; but this will not occasion much difl&culty. 

Since, however, the Passm are often not numbered in the 
MSS., or else, perhaps, so numbered as not. to adhere to the same 
system throughout, the following list of first lines is added, as likely 
to bo of great use to the reader of a MS. in finding his place. It 
will be noticed that those of the Vernon type divide the Pdssus V. 
of Wright's edition into two Passus, the division occurring so near 
to the end of that Passics as nearly to bisect Passics VIII. of 
WhitaJcer, 

A, Passus of the Vernon MS. 
Introd. In A somer seson. whon softo was pe sonne. 

I. What J)is Mouwtoin be-Menef. and fis derke Dale. 
II. Yit kneled I on my knees, and cried hire of grace. 
III. Now is Meede ]?e MaydeTi I-nomen. and no mo of hem 

alio. 
rV. Sesef seide fe kyng. I Suflfre jou no more. 
V. j)e kyng and his knihtes. to fe Churche wenten. 
VI. Bote per were fewe men so wys. pat coufe pe wei fider. 
VII. pla weore a wikked weL bote hose hedde a gide. 
VIII. Treujje herde telle her-of. And to Pers sonde. 
Incipit hie Dowel. Dohet, and Dohest 
Introd. Jjus I-Eobed in Russet. Romed I a-boute. 

I. {Do-wel) Sire Do-wel dwellej), (luod wit. not a day hennes. 
II. (Do-wel) ))enne hedde wit A wyf. was hoten dam studie. 

B. Pasms of the Crowley Type of MSS. (Sea Wrighfs Ed.) 

Introd. In a somer seson. whan softe was the sonne. 

I. What this mountaigne bymeneth. and the. merke dale. 
IL Yet I courbed on my knees, and cried hire of grace. 

III. Now is Mede the mayde. and na-mo of hem alle. 

IV. Cesseth, seith the kyng. I suffre yow no longer. 
V. The kyng and hise knyghtes. to the kirke wente. 

VI: This were a wikkede wey. but whoso hadde a gydo. 
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VIL Treuthe horde telle her. and to Piers he sente. 
(ExplicU visio willelmi de petro plowman : et sequitur vita de doweU, 
Dohett et do-heste secundum loytt et reson ; several MSS.) 
VIIL (or Introduction to Do-wel) Thus y-robed in russet. I 
romed aboute. 
IX. (L Do-wel) Sire Do-wel dwelleth, quod wit noght a day 

hennes. 
X. (IL Do-wel) Thanne hadde Wit a wi£ was hote dame 
Studie. 
XL (IIL Do-wel) Thanne Scripture scorned me. and a skilo 

tolde. 
XIL (IV. Do-wel) I am Ymaginati^ quod he. ydel was I 

nevere. 
XIIL (V. Do-wel) And I awaked therwith. witlees ner-hande. 
XIV. (VL Do-wel) I have but oon hool hater, quod Haukyn. I 
am the lasse to blame. 
(Explicit de dotod^ et indpit de debet. Camb. MS. I.) 
XV. (Introduction to Do-bet) Ac after my wakynge. it was 

wonder longe. 
XVI. (I. Do-bet) Now faire falle yow, quod I tho. for youro 

faire shewyng. 
XVIL (IL Do-bet) I am Spes, quod he, aspie. and spire after a 

knyght. 
XVHL (IIL Do-bet) WoUeward and weetshoed. Wente I forth 
after. 

(Explicit Do-bety et indpit Do-best.) 
XIX. (Introduction to Do-best) Thus I awaked and wroot. 

what I hadde y-dremed. 
XX, (L Do-best) Thanne as I wente by the wey. whan I was 
thus awaked. 

0. Passus of the MS. printed by WhitaJcer. 

(Hie Indpit Visio Willelmi de Peirs Plouhman.) 
L In a some seyson. whan softe was fe sonne. 
IL What fe montayne by-menef. and fe merke dale. 
IIL And ])anne ich knelede on my knees, and cryede to hure 
of grace.. 
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IV. Now is Medo fo mayde. and no mo of hem alle. 
V. CeesseJ), saide pe kyng. icli soffire 30W no lenger. 
VL Thus ,ich awaked, God wot. wanne ich wonede on Com- 

hnlle. 
VIL With fat ran^Kepentaunce. and reherced hus teme. 
VIII. De confessione Accidie, confessio Accidie (title). 

Tho cam Sleuthe al by-slobered. wit to slymed eyen. 
IX. Tho sayde Perkyn Plouhman. by Seynt Peter of Eome. 
X. Treuthe herde teUe here-of. and to Peers [sente]. 
(At the end — Hie explicit Visio Willi de Petro Plouhman.) 

(Incipit visio ejusdem Willi de DoweL) 
I. Thus robed in russett. ich romede a-boute. 
11. Thenne hadde wit a wif. was hote Dame Studie. 

III. Alas eye, quath Elde. and Holynesse bofe. 

IV. Ac wel worth Poverte. for he may walke unrobbede. 
V. Ich am Ymaginatif, qua]) ha ydel was ich nevere. 

VL And ich awakede fer-with. wittlees ner hande. 
VII. Alas that riche shal reve. and robbe mannes soule. 
(At the end — Hie explicit Passus Septimus et Ultimus de DoweL)' 

(Incipit Passus Primus de Dobet.) 
I. Ther is no suche, ich seide. fat som tyme ne borweth. 
II. Leve liberum arbitnum, quaf ich. ich leyve as ich hope. 
IIL Ich am Spes, ,qua]? he. and spur after a knyght. 
IV. Werie and weitshode. wente ich forth after. 
(At the end — ^Hic explicit Passus Quartus et Ultimus de Dobet.) 

(Hie incipit Passus Primus de Dobest.) 
I. Thus ich awakede and wrot. what ich hadde dremed. 
II. And as ich wente by fe waye. when ich was fus awakede. 
(At the end — ^Hic explicit Passus Secundus de Dobest Explicit 
Peeres Plouheman.) 
Any information with respect to MSS., any illustrative com- 
ments, or any quotations which serve to illustrate the use of the 
more difficult- words which occur in any of the texts, will be very 
thankfully received by the editor, the Eev. W. W. Skeat, 22, 
Hegent Street, Cambridge. 
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N'oTE. — ^Tho order of extracts following is to some extent cliro- 
nological, but it is impossible to be sure of the right order without 
comparing the original MSS. all together at once. Those of the 
Whitaker type, however, have been kept separate for convenience. 
The Cains MS. agrees very nearly with the earli/ printed editions. 
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Committee of Manag^ement i 
D.OfBY R FRY, ESQ. mCHAREJ MOEElS, Esq. 

FREDERICK J. FUIQIIVALL, Esq, IL T. PAEKER, Esq. 
PITZEDWARD HALL, Ksq. Ekv. GEOEGE G. PEREY, 

Rkv* WALTER W. SKEAT. 

(^WUkp&fVfr to add Worl'er^ to thvir numhcf.) 

Honorary Secretary r 

HENRY B, WHEATLEY, E&SQ-, 53, Beeat^ws Stbeet, Loiojox, W* 

Baiikera : 

THE UNION BANK OF LONDON, REGENT STREET BRANCH, 
Hf Argyll Place, W. 



Tbe PublicntioLis for 1864 are:- — 

L EASLT ENGLISH ALLITERATIVE POEMS (fllmt IS20-30 A.n,). Editi 
foT the tirst time from a UDique Cottonian MS, by R. Mo an is, Esq. 16-*. 

2. ARTHUH (about 1440 a.d,). Edited from the Marquis of Bath's xxnliiw M^' ^^ 
F. J. FuBXiVALL, Eaq*, M.A. 4*. 

X W, LAUDER'S TRACTATE COKCERNYKG YE OFFICE AND DEWTII 
OF KYNGIS, ETC. (I55ti a.d,) Edited by F. Hall, Esq., D.CX* 4i. 

4. SIR GAWAYNE .VND THE GREEN KNIGHT (about 1320-30 a.i>,). Edifa 

from fl uiuqaa Cottoniau MS» hy R* Mounts^ EstJ. 10*, 

The Pablications for 1865 arer — 

5. OF THE ORTHOGEAPHIE AND GONGRUITIE OF THE BEITAS 

TONGUE, a treatc& noe shorter then neceaMric, be Alexandek HtiME. Edit^ 
for the dr^t time from the unique M3. in the British Museum {about 1617 
A.i>,)^ by Hen 11 Y B. WiiKATLiiT, Esq* 45. 

e. LANCELOT OF THE LAIK. Edited from the unique MS. in the CEimbridgel 
University Library (ab* 1500 A. i>*), by the Rev. Walter W* Sreat, M.A. 8*." 

7, THE STORY OF GENESIS AND EXODUS, an carlr English Song, about 1250 
AhD. Edited for the first time from ihc unique MS. of about 1300 a. p., in Qt^ 
Library of Corpua Chriati College^ Cambridge^ by R. Mob fits, E.sq* 8 s. 

B. MOHTE ARTHURE : tlifl AHitGratii-e Yersfon. Edited from Robert Tho- 

TONE*s unique MS. (about 1440 a.d.) at Lincoln^ by tlie Ee^* George PehrtJ 
M.A.T Prebendary of Lincoln* 7s. 

9. ANIMADVERSIONS UPPON THE ANNOTACIONS AND COERECTIONSl 

OF SOME IMPERFECflUNS OF IMPRESSIONES OF CHAUCER' SJ 
\V0IiEE8, reprinted in 1598 ; by Francis Thinne. Edited from the uniqua 
MS* iu tlie Bndgcwater Library, by G. H. Kingsley, Esq,, M*D. 4s, 

10. MERLIN, OR THE EAELY IITSTORT OP ARTHUR. Edited for the firslj 

time irom the unique M$, in the Cambridge University Library { about 146o4 

1460, AkD.)> ^J Henry 11 Wheatley, Et>q. Part L 2j* 6rf. 
IL LYNDESAT'S MONAECHE* Edited from the first edition by Jmim BkottA 

in 1552 J by FiTaEiiwAED Hall, Esq., D.C.L, Part I. dt. 
VL THE WRIGHT'S CHASTE WIFE, a Uunj Tale, from the udii[UG Lambethl 

MS. 30f3. Edited for the firat timu by F. J, Furnjvall, Esq., M.A. is, 

Tlie PuliUcotiom for iS64 and 1865 can a till be purchased at the on^ii 
subscription of Out; Gninea for each yeur, 

The Society's Kcport, Jiiniiarv, IS^ifi, with Lists of Texts to be pnblisshedi 
in futnrii yt'Eirs, etc*, etc., can be luul on application to the Hon. Secretary J 
Henrv B, WiiEATLEY, Esq., 53, Berncrs Streot, W. 
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I 
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The puLlicationa of Tke Earl^ Enffluh TeM Soneft/ are divided iolo 
Four Cla^aeQ. I. Arthur and other KomanceB. II* Works iHuatrating 
our Dialects and the Htstorj of oiir Language, includiDg a Series of 
re-edit ioiia of our early Dicttoiittries, III* Biblical Translations aud 
Heligious Treatisea, lY* Miseellaaeous. The following are some of 
the works ^vliieh ia future jeara will be published In each of the 
Classes. 

I* 
The Romflnce af Artliour antl Merlm. From the AuoMnleok MS, (ab, 1320*30 A^i^,), 

and the Lined ii's loti and Douce MSS* 

The Hi&torv of the Saint Graal or Bank It?ftL By Hem Lonelich, Skynner (ab* 1+40 
To ha re -edited from the unique" MS. m the librdry of Corpus Chnsti ColL. 



A.r>*)* 

Cambrid^^o, by F. J. Furmrall, 1* j.,VM.A, 

Syr Thotnoa Maleor's Mortd' Arthur. To be edited Irom Cascton's edition (1485 A.u.), 
with a new Preface ^ Notes, and & Glossary. 

The Artlmr Bolkdii. 

Thfl KoniiQee of Sir Tristrem. To be edited from the Auchinleck MS. 
The English Clmrlema^ne Homanoes* From the Auckinleuk and other ^ISS, 
The RoTuancc of Sir Getterklea. From the MS. in Tda. Coll., Carabiidgc* 
The Romanes or Lf^gend of Sir Ypotia. From the Vernon MS. 

The Romance of William and the Werwolf. To be edited from the unique MS. ia the 
Library of Kind's ColL, Cambridge. 

Hampole's Tereion of, tmd Commontttry on, the Psidmi, To he edited from a Northern 
MS. by R, Morris, Esq, 

Hampole's other English Works in the Northern dialect. 

The Gospel of Nkodemus in the Northumbrian dialeot. To he edited for the firat lime 

frum Harl, MS. 4196, kc. Cotton- Gdba, e ix,, by R* Morris, Esq* 
Lites of SaintSj in th^ Sonthem dialect. To be edited from the Harleian MS. 2277 (ah. 

1305 A,D.), by R. Morris^ Esq. 
The Qffhi^Umn Anglimm^ from Lord Mon&on's MS. To be edited by H. B. Wheatley, Esq. 
Aheediiriuin AjigUeo-latinum, pro Tyruuculis, Richardo Huleeto exscriptore. Londmi, 

1552. 
A little Dictionary for Children fW. do WordeV or a shorte Dictionarie for you^e be* 

ginnerg (ed. Evuns, 1566), by J. Withtils. (^The earliest edition, to he eoUated with 

the aiKJeeeding editionsO 
An Alveorie or Quadruple Dictionarie in Engli&he, Latin, Greeke, and French, by John 

Baret» (The editioa of 1380 coUated with tlml of 157^.) 

The Old and New Testament in Terse. To he edited from the Vernon MS. by R. 

Morris^ Esq, 
Early Eri^ltsh Sermons before 12qOa.d. ; two colleetions. To be tdited from unique 

MSS, in the Libraries of Lambeth Palaeo and Trinity Coll., Cambridge, by E. 

Morriiij Eeq. 
Medrtacions of the Soper of our Lords Iheflu, &c., perhaps by Rohwt of Brunne. To be 

edited from the Harl MS. J 701 (ab, 1360 a.d.). &c., by F. J. FuraivuE, Es^q., M.A. 
Lydgsto'o Life of St, Edniund, From the prei^entation MS. to Heni^ VL, JIarl. 2278. 

IV, 
Chflucer*^ Prose Works. To bo edited from the MSS, by R< l^torris, Esq. 
Three different Veraions of Piers Plowman, in separate editions. To be edited from the 

MSS* by the Rev. W* W. Skeut, M.A. 
' Lydgate*3 Works. 
Le Venerv de Twaty and The Master of the G-ame- To he edited from the MSS. by 

Alfred Sadler, Eaq. 
Barbour's Bru&. To be edited from the MSS. in St. John's College, Camhridgej &:c-, by 

J. Peile, Es^ , M.A., aud ilio ReF. W. W, Skeat, H>A, 



(Sitrlg ^itfllhih SCf\1 ,^acict{. 



The SabscTiption is £1 1*. a year, due in advance on the 1st of Januaey, 
and sliould be paid either to the Society's Account at the Union Baiik of , 
London, 14, Argyll Place, Eegeut Street^ W., or by post-office onhr to the I 
Hon. Secretary, Henry B, WhEx^tleTj Esq., 53, Berners Sti^et^ London, W» 

The Puhlicatious for 1866 wdl h^^ 

IX Bilntc Mmlvf tThv W Mddc'ti ant Martxr. Three Text^ or ab. a.h. 1300, 1311), 133(X First 
edited in 1*^ ►N'^v. OswnltU.'ot kiiyui?, MA., ami now n?-bKi*e<h 2*, 

14. The Ilomii Unrn, FJcjfis and IlliiTu*!if Ikjtjr, ami tlx:^ AHHinnplton of thr? Bti^S«d 
Virjarin . E > 1 n n M 8S . in tli e L ihntry of t Ji & V niversi t j of CAmb ridge ain I the Brili^h 
Miilsenni. \\\ thu lt^:v. J. Itawson Lmnby. 2*. fei. 

15. pfiliiii^nlf iiflipriouf^p B'ThI I^ye Pocina rroni the Lambeth M8. No. 5lWi nn^ other sonroes* 
Edited by F. J. Fiirniv^Ti K^q„ M.A. 5j. 

Ifi, A Trytict^in Eml^I: ' Intwn ont flT jn^ bfi^k of CJuintirt ^'KSf' 'nya 

]5f. prfpbL'te an^l ^ afti'r h? flo kI of Nm% fmier of PU.i liv 

douw of nn attiKil liim serite. Editi^d from tbi; Slosne ' ^ ull^ 

Bm-, MA. X*. ' 
17- P^imllel Extraets fi-orn SB Manu.seripta of iHfra Pfn^trsmn, iTith CciTflTiiorita. sntJ » Proposal Ibr 

the Society % Threa-Tuit Kilition of thin I'sjum, hy the Ifyev. W. W. fSkt'nt, MA. 1«. 
1§, Hali Mddf^idmd. qb. i2<rt) A.n. Eaitcd for tlio first time from the MS, (with a Imnslation), 

by th+^ Hi'v. Oswald €ocktvyn?-» M A, 1*, 
l*f, Sir Pjiviii I.yndesoy H flloriorchti, Part tl-, tha ComplavTit of the KiriK's Pftpinfa^ aiid otber 

Minor Pocma. Editt^d fmm thtt lirst etlitifm^, by F. HaU, Esq., D.OX. fin, ^L 
x\[obiHLii^ or The RiomaiJiCe of i'artt'inay tir luiiiiniati. To bo t^dited for the tmt time fntta th(j 

iinTauc iMS. ill tho Library of Trin, Onl 1. Ciknibritip, by tht! Rv'Y. W, W. Skeat. Uw the Frrm^ 
Tlic BTibti'i} iiokis The ChUdrfn'a Bookj Ufhanitati^, The Book of Kortur?* uto^t witli .^tuie French 

and hut'm Foe^ms on like Hubj^ts. To be edited IVom Hnrkian and other Mi^iij., by V. J, 

¥ HITS ival I, E B^i, , M . A . {in th* Fretw. 

Uymim to ihiy Wr^nt ■ n out ;&f Devils; and other Ecjligious Poems. Tt* be 

edited from the ' f. [\u'iuvall, Esq., M-A. llntAi F^m. 

MoJflin Part 117 1 ' ;. , ICh i . . . t /» '^< J*»^^**. 

Dan Blichei'H A i lit? Kontinh dialect ^ l?Hf| 4. jj. To 

be whted 1 ' hard Morris. Usq. i /n fj^ fWxii* 

Lives of t^t.Ji ■ fiini 1250 A,ii. To be i-dited ff om 

the 31 • . LrLiu^laLLinj, by th':; Kw, O. C-jukiLj iii\ M.A. [/», fft« PricJW, 

Levins' ^ v liCJibiitoriuii* 15Y0. the lirat of the Bictioniury Seriea. To Ite edited l*y Henry 

B* "V^ ! ■ i I . 

I. Some TifntJMjsjj., i; i TlaiTipide. IL Dati Jon Gay tri^'a Sermon? Thi&AVibay«s 

of S . S pi ri t ^ Say in e;i i Li t he Northon i dial i 'ot Two TelLtB, To be t?di itx! 

From Eobert of T : . UsJ, by tlio li*^', G* Perry M-A. Lin J/Lc /*r<Mj«. 

And as inauy of the foUowiiig as t!ie amount of subscriptions will justify 
the Committee tn issuing i^ — 

FdladiuB on Husbondrie ; the earliest Enj2;liah Pocntn on Hn shandry . To be edited from tl m unique 

MS, in Colchr^Usr Cottle tab. 1425 a.d.)* by the Tlev. Harton Ijodg^j, M.A. 'lu rhf. fVrAj. 

The Kniglit de la Tour Landry, 1372. To be edited froui tbt^ Hai-1. Mis, JJM, by Thomtiii Wiight, 

Esq., and Mr. Williaiii Kossiter. I in (ht Ptvjw, 

Mirk's UiitTw of a ParHh Prip^t. in Terse, To be edited for the firat time from tha MSB. hi tha 

British Museum and Bij[llf;iRn LitarRri*ja (ah. imt a.d.\ by B. P^jftcock. Esq. [CoiHrd, 

Vu'iou:^ PfieipH I'olalinff to Sir Gawftjus. To ha edited fiom the MSS,, by It, Morna, Ef^o. iCt*picd, 
Cursor Mundi^ ot Cursur o \Vorhl<s in the ^forthfni dialiH't. To \)e pditiMJ from tiiL* MSS. in the 

Britinh Mn-Mrtin and Trinity Collpg»?> CambridKUt by Riehard Morris, Eiiq. Part 1. \C\ifiifA, 
MayritPT J IT. and otht^r csurly pieces on Herbs, ^iv. To bo t-ditod from the Jias.. by 

Vf* A! Ksq.. M.A. int>pifd. 

Au Old I liary of ab* IgSO ,i,». To bo ^tofl from an Arundel MS., by B- Morris, 

Esq. lihpUfd. 



LONDON: N. TEUBNEU & CO., 60, PATEEN0STE:R BOW. 

EDINBURGH: T. G. STEVENSON, 22, SGlJTn FREDEKICK STREET. 

GLiSaOW: OGLE k CO., I, BOTAL EXCH^mGE SQUARE. 

BERLIN 1 ASHER & CO-, TJNTER DEN LINDEN, 20. 

NEW YORK: G. P. PHILES Sc CO,, NASSAU STREET, 

PHILADELPHU; J, B. LIPPINCOTT & CO. 
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